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Pastor’s Ponderings

| sitin a damp lawn chair,
the burbling of the river,
the voices of my children and husband,
the whizzing as they cast their lines into the water
and the soft kerplunk as the lures hit the surface.
flow all around me

| turn my face to the sun
squinting against the white-yellow glare,
tears in the corners of my eyes.
| breathe deep,
the cool, moist air filling my lungs
tasting of damp riverbanks and wild blooms,
hinting at canoeing, camping and fishing trips of my youth,
culminating in campfires and s’'mores.

The insects buzz about at a slower pace
as if the air is too heavy for their wings,
gulls sweep high overhead,
calling loudly to each other,
and dragonflies dart back and forth,
soaring high and darting down close to the earth.
Their bright blue bodies sparkling and vibrant
against the rocks and mud along the edge of the water.

The sounds of splashes and excited calls,
as someone lands a salmon.
The sun dips lower into the sky,
it's light taking on rose and gold tones,
bringing on more shades and shadows.
This day draws itself to a close,
a moment shorter than the one before,
taking us through this season
and into the next.

| close my eyes and breathe deeply,
A feeling of awe upon my soul.
Thank you, God, for the gift of this day,
for what it held,
and what it brought
and that | am alive to treasure it.

Help me find in each day
those gifts of hope and life
of love and celebration
that reveal your presence,
for you who know each sparrow,
call us each by name,
You are there
to wipe from our eyes every tear,
of joy and laughter,
of pain and loss,
of beauty and awe,
and of gratitude for these end-of- summer days.

Amen.



Worship Highlights for the rest of August

August 22: Worship in the Great Outdoors!!! Worship this week will be held at Jeff and Ann Robison’s (just a little
bit further down Fairview Lp, turn left on Harness (right after the Baptist church) and their home is at the first
intersection on the left, Harness and Halter Way). We'll have a very fun, up-beat and informal service continuing our
Lord’s Prayer series. Today’s theme is “Our Daily Bread”, so it seems fitting that there will be a potluck lunch following
worship. There is lots of beautiful lawn for running around, playing and maybe even a rubber ducky regatta! Their yard
is very accessible for those that have difficulty walking and exquisitely gorgeous. You are invited to bring lawn chairs if
you have them and a dish to share. This should be lots of fun and a great way to celebrate the end of summer.
Reminder: There will be NO SERVICES this Sunday in the church!

August 29: That challenging line from The Lord’s Prayer is this week’s focus as we talk about what it means to
“Forgive.” Scriptures are Deuteronomy 15:1-11 and Matthew 6:9-15.

Teaser: Small Groups are Starting Soon!!

We will be starting up several small groups in September for bible study, fellowship and mission. The groups will
each meet at different times and in different locations. If you are interested in participating, and haven’t yet been
approached to be a part of a group, please talk with Robert or Tori.

There's Rumor That a Fire Might Be Starting!!

September is just around the corner and soon it will be time to start opening ourselves up to that fresh new wind
that will catch our spirits on fire! What does that mean? It means that there will be chances for everyone to grow
deeper in their faith, learn a little, laugh a little, cry a little, get to know some people better, be amazed, be inspired,
and, especially, encounter Christ! If you want to know more about any program mentioned, talk to Robert or Tori or
check out our web page or Facebook account.

So Much To Do!! Here are some upcoming events, activities and possibilities:

e Sunday School 10:30 am starting September 12, classes for children and adults. [As part of our Safe Sanctuaries
policy, if you are a volunteer that helps with either our Children’s Sunday School program, Children’s Church or
assists in the nursery you will need to complete a background check through our insurance company before
September 15. It is totally easy to do and no cost to you. You will be contacted with information on how to
complete this screening.]

e Mid-week bible studies on a variety of topics for women, couples, or anyone.

e AG5 A & Giblésfudy group

e Choir: Sept 8 starts up our Choir year with a fun potluck supper at the church at 6:00 and lots of singing.
Everyone is welcome.

e Youth Group: regular meetings will start up again in September

e Jug Band: open to anyone who likes to make a joyful noise to the Lord! All instruments, traditional or
imaginative, are welcome!

e Acolytes [a big, impressive word for children and youth who bring in the light of Christ at the beginning of
worship]

e ..who Kk n o ws mightjstidevelop!

If any of these things sound like something in which you would be interested, or something you feel God might be
calling you to do to stretch yourself, call the church office or let Robert or Tori know. Getting involved in nurturing your
soul as either a participant in a class or small group will revitalize your faith, your life and spread out with the flames of
God'’s Spirit to catch our whole church on fire. Do your part: don’t ignore the fire, make it burn ever brighter, bringing
light into all the places of darkness! be sure to watch your newsletter, e-mail, weekly worship bulletins, our website or
Facebook account to keep up on all that’s going on!



Resources

The Official United Methodist Church website  http://www.umc.org/

General Board of Discipleship  http://www.gbod.org/
Many Methodist resources and articJéscluding Lay Speaking Ministries,
The Alaska United Methodist Conferencenttp://www.alaskaumc.org/
Our Conference Web Site
The Upper Room http://www.upperroom.org/
Daily Devotionals, Bookstore, Emmaus and many other resources
Spiritual Gifts Analysis http://www.churchgrowth.org/
Free Spiritual Gifts Analysis (Our Lay Leadership Development Team would love for you to share results.)
Cokesbury http://www.cokesbury.com/
United Methodist Publishing House —lots of great books, personal studies, devotions, Bibles, etc.

Editor’s Message

Deadline f or next monthds news i s
Submit articles to Linda at Linda Haynes87@gmail.com

SUBJECT LINE: CHURCH NEWSLETTER
Thank You!
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